
4.

FILE FORMAT
Send your file in PDF, EPS format in 1:1 scale (not password protected). 

 
RESOLUTION 
The optimal resolution for the print files is  between 100 and 150 ppi. 

COLOURS
All files should be sent in CMYK (cyan, magenta, yellow, black) format.

 

Images in RGB or with PANTONE colours will be converted automatically using a standard colour separation profile. 

 
MARGINS AND BLEED

 

Rigid media require a 1 mm bleed on each side. Text should be placed at least 3 mm from the cut line.

5.  FONTS

6.

Convert all fonts to outlines

1.

2.

3.

bleed: 1 mm on each side

cut line

safe area: - 3 mm from the cut line
                 important text and graphics here

HOW TO PREPARE FILE FOR PRINT - RIGID MEDIA

Delete all guidlines.

Double-sided panels require a 5 mm bleed on each side
 

Place text at least 5mm from the cutting edge

Name your files   .... file name FRONT  .... file name BACK 

In addition, we do not advise placing frames and passepartouts too close to the edges, 
to avoid any inaccuracy due to the cutting tolerances.

For shaped, double-sided panels tags you only need to create the cut line on the first page of the PDF, 
in separate layer 

 
naming it CutContour. 

PDF / EPS CMYK 100-150ppi FONTS TO
OUTLINE 1mm BLEED



6.

 

CUT TO SHAPE
If you have chosen the 'Cut to Shape' option, follow these steps to create your cut path correctly.
• Create a new layer from the Layers palette, and name it “CutContour”.
• Create a new colour swatch from the Swatches palette and name it “CutContour”; select Spot Colour as the   
 Colour Type and assign the following CMYK percentages: 0, 100, 0, 0 (magenta only).
• Create a vector outline on the CutContour layer which corresponds to the cut line for your panel, and assign it a   
 stroke colour that corresponds to the newly-created CutContour swatch.   
• Save the PDF, keeping the layers separate.

CutContour swatch

C: 0%
M: 100%
Y: 0%
K: 0%

colour mode: CMYK

colour type: Spot Colour

name it "CutContour" (not cutcontour or CUTCONTOUR)

CutContour stroke colour

Save the PDF,
keeping the layers 
separate

CutContour layer

Layers

Do not create overly complex CutContour paths, 
as this could cause the cut to be inaccurate or uneven. 

The CutContour path must consist of a single, closed line. 

The minimum radius in the corners is 10 mm, and the minimum cut width is 40 mm.

40 mm
r<10 mmr>10 mm 20 mm



6. WHITE PRINTING

If you have chosen the “white” option, follow these instructions:
• Create a new layer from the Layers palette, name it "White_Ink"  and position it above the layer containing the 
 artwork.
• Create a new colour swatch from the Swatches palette and name it ; select Spot Colour 
 as the Colour Type and assign the following CMYK percentages: 100, 0, 0, 0 (cyan only).
• Create a vector path on the  layer (no raster images) which corresponds to the area of the artwork  
 you want to highlight with the white.
• Give the vector path the newly-created  fill colour. 
• Select all the artwork on the  layer, and on the Attributes palette (Window>Attributes) tick the option
 "overprint fill".
• Ensure you keep the layers separate when saving the PDF.

a white layer that covers the entire surface of the panel.

"White_Ink"

"White_Ink"

"White_Ink"
"White_Ink"

Layers

in Illustrator: Window > Swatches

white  fill colour

give it the name  

colour type: Spot Colour

colour mode: CMYK

C: 100%
M: 0%
Y: 0%
K: 0%

 layer above the artwork

"White_Ink"

"White_Ink"
White_Ink

White_Ink


